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July 2017 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 

Dear Members & Friends 
 

It’s been a year since I took the presidency of the ESU, and I am delighted to say that we, at the ESU, 
are working hard, with limited human and financial resources, to achieve our target.   
 

Activities for the first semester 2017 have been completed with a record number of activities. The 
essence of this achievement is, however, not in the number of activities carried out but in our desire 
and strong commitment to help our members and students flourish and to inspire them to go beyond 
their limits. 
 

ESU provides a platform for students to display their various talents, be it with showcasing their oratory skills, demonstrating 
their spelling skills or displaying their knowledge of English in general.  We kicked off our activities in January with training 
workshops on oratory and listening skills in view of the Public Speaking Competition for Upper Form students.   The 
workshops were designed to improve the delivery of their speeches.  HSBC, British Council and Rotary Club of Vacoas 
renewed their collaboration with the ESU in sponsoring this year’s Public Speaking Competition. 
 

The second edition of the Right Word Competition for Form V students was run in March.  We saw the enthusiasm of the 
participants and we vouch that such a programme helps participants - and the audience - train their mind to think fast and 
enrich their vocabulary and spelling.     
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Another important event this year was the signing ceremony of a Memorandum 
of Understanding between ESU and Greenwich University Pakistan, Mauritius 
Campus Branch, in Ebene.  I take this opportunity to renew our appreciation to 
Dr Shair Sultan and Mr Rub Nawaz, respectively Dean of the Faculty of 
Management Sciences, and Academic Manager, for their collaboration in 
allowing us to conduct activities on their premises.  We look forward to a fruitful 
partnership with the University.   
 

We are also very grateful to the Vice-President of the Republic, H.E. Mr Barlen 
Vyapoory, GOSK, and to Hon. Prithvirajsing Roopun, Minister of Arts & Culture  
and to the Staff of the Ministry of Arts & Culture, for their support. 

 
Thank you to all our Sponsors and Members for their commitment in helping us promote the English Language in Mauritius, 
including Rodrigues.   I am very pleased to be part of that effort.  
 

Best wishes and warm regards 
 

Marie-France Roussety, President, ESU-Mauritius 
 

The US Embassy, the Commission for Education in Rodrigues, Mauritius Commercial Bank, Reinsurance Solutions and 
Currimjee Foundation once again renewed their support to the ESU by sponsoring the Spelling Bee Competition, which 
attracted a record number of participants, with 550 students taking part in Mauritius and 72 students in Rodrigues.   The 
Story Telling Competition for Standard V pupils in Rodrigues was another delightful opportunity for them to enhance their 
spoken English, while using their imagination and creativity to narrate stories. 
 

During the April holidays, ESU ran a 3-day Workshop on Creative Writing for 
Upper Form students, in collaboration with the President’s Fund for Creative 
Writing.   Thanks to our partnership with the US Embassy, some 75 Members, 
mostly teachers of English, attended a lecture by Ms Dasha Kelly Hamilton - a 
well-known American writer and an exceptional speaker - on “Strategies to 
elevate writing of students and their confidence as learners”.    Besides, the US 
Embassy conducted a series of activities for teachers and students in Rodrigues, 
thus helping further the promotion of the English Language. 
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                In remembrance of  

                                                                                  Mohamad Vayid, GOSK, CMG  Mohamad Vayid, GOSK, CMG  Mohamad Vayid, GOSK, CMG  Mohamad Vayid, GOSK, CMG    

                          23 Feb 1935 – 5 May 2013 

                         (former President of ESU-Mauritius) 

                                 Mohamad Vayid is remembered as an outstanding person,  

                                 erudite, passionate and a true patriot.  He had a rich career 

spanning both the private and public sector.  As a social and political observer and 

columnist, Mr Vayid published a collection of thought-provoking articles.  His family 

and friends paid him a special tribute by launching a website dedicated to his work 

and achievements, a rich legacy to be shared with the nation.   

The launching ceremony of the website was held on Thursday 27th July 2017 at 

Glamis Business School, Quatre Bornes. 

We invite ESU Friends to visit his website www.mohamad-vayid.info 

 

INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL MEETING (ICM) 
OF ENGLISH-SPEAKING UNION 

 

Delegates from ESU worldwide will meet at the 
International Council Meeting to be held in 
Lisbon, Portugal from 27th September to 1st 
October 2017. 
 

The purpose of the meeting is to allow 
delegates to meet and share ideas on matters 
of common interest.  ESU-Mauritius was present 
at the ICM meeting for 3 consecutive years, in 
2014, 2015 and 2016.   However, owing to 
financial constraints, ESU-Mauritius will not be 
represented this year.  

 
Sir Victor Glover 
reading H.M. The 
Queen’s message 

- Mrs Jany Aujayeb Bissoondoyal of Royal College Curepipe 
- Mr Ayrga Jhashketu of Forest Side State Secondary School 
- Mrs Nazia Banon Khodabocus (currently abroad) 
- Ms Khousboo Bassoo of Jean Marie Frank Richard SSS 
- Ms Marie Stephania Perrine of Terre Rouge College, Rodrigues 
- Ms Marie-Paule Raboude of Marechal College, Rodrigues 
 

Ms Raboude said “Thank you to the ESU and US Embassy for this 
opportunity.  It was truly an amazing learning experience.  I really enjoyed 
every one of the 9 weeks during which the course was delivered”.  Ms Perrine 
commented as follows: “It was a personal challenge and I am very satisfied 
of my performance.  I am sure I will be able to put into practice what I have 
learnt throughout the course”. 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING (AGM) 
 

The AGM of the ESU scheduled for April 2017 
has been postponed to Monday 2nd October 
2017 at 14:15 hrs at the British Council, Rose-
Hill.   Members are kindly invited to attend.  

 

ANNUAL DINNER OF  ESU 
 

The Annual Dinner of the English-Speaking 
Union will be held on Thursday 17th August 
2017 at Indian Summer Restaurant, Ebene.    
Members are invited to contact the ESU on 208 
8591 for reservation.  
 

H.E. Mr Paramasivum Pillay (Barlen) Vyapoory, 
GOSK, Vice-President of the Republic, and Mrs 
Sarojini Vyapoory will be the Chief Guests. 

 SUPPORT TO TEACHERS OF ENGLISH BY THE US EMBASSY 
The E-Teacher Scholarship Prgramme run by the US department of 
State, Bureau of Educational & Cultural Affairs, is offered to ESU 
Members by the US Embassy since 2009.  Some 50 teachers have 
benefitted from the on-line course offered by prestigious Universities of 
Oregon and Maryland.  Besides, on the merit of their excellent 
performance, several participants were chosen for further training in the 
United States. We convey our congratulations to the following members 
who recently completed their respective programme with success: 

COMMONWEALTH DAY OBSERVED AT THE 
FINALS OF THE PUBLIC SPEAKING COMPETITION 
  

Commonwealth Day was observed on Monday 
3rd April 2017.  On this occasion, Sir Victor 
Glover, Kt, GOSK, Patron of ESU-Mauritius and 
Honorary Representative of the Royal Common-
wealth Society, read Her Majesty The Queen’s 
Commonwealth Day Message, in the presence 
of the Vice-President of the Republic of 
Mauritius, H.E. Mr Barlen Vyapoory, GOSK, 
H.E. Mr Jonathan Drew, British High Commis-
sioner and other guests present at the Finals of 
the Public Speaking Competition. 
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PUBLIC SPEAKING COMPETITION – Sponsored by 
HSBC, British Council and Rotary Club of Vacoas 
 

A total of 72 participants and some 10 teachers attended 
the first workshop on public speaking skills held at 
College du St Esprit on Saturday 21st January 2017.   

 

Those who qua-
lified for the semi-
finals and finals 
received further 
training to help 
them fine-tune 
their performance 
at the competition.  
The training work-
shops were 

conducted by Professor Serge Rivière and Mr Dharamjeet 
Bucktowar.  We convey our thanks and appreciation to 
both of them. 
  

Prof Serge Rivière also conducted a 2-day workshop on 
2nd and 3rd February 2017, at Mont Lubin College, 
Rodrigues.  Some 30 Upper Form students and their 
teachers attended the workshop.   
 

In order to reach a maximum number of students, ESU 
encourages schools in Mauritius and in Rodrigues to run an 
in-house competition.  Their best speakers are selected to 
represent their respective school at the level of the ESU.  
A total of 150 students took part in this year’s competition.  
At the preliminaries, participants delivered a prepared 
speech, on a free choice of subject.   A total of 25 
participants was selected to deliver an impromptu speech 
at the semi-finals.   The Finals were held on Monday 3rd 
April 2017 at the Mauritius Gymkhana Club, Vacoas. 
 

The nine finalists, including Rodrigues’ Winner, were:  
 

-   Robert Ryan L’Eveillé of College du St Esprit 
-   Disha Naik of Dr Maurice Curé State College 
-   Rashmee Matabudul of Droopnath Ramphul SC 
-   Mitradeva Rao Sydamah of MGI Secondary School  
-   Liam Alfie Beechouk of Northfields Intl High School 
-   Marie Jeaneen Momus of Rodrigues College  
-   Himnish Harshil Hunma of Royal College Curepipe  
-   B. K. R. Ryan Affouan of Royal College Port-Louis, and 
-   Sanjana Chooneea of Swami Sivananda SSS. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This year’s theme for the Finals was “Peace is not an 
absence of war”.   
 

The adjudicating 
panel comprising 
His Excellency Mr 
Jonathan Drew, 
British High  Com-
missioner, Mr Chris 
Murray, CEO of 
HSBC Mauritius 
and Ms Tedde 
Thompson, Public 
Affairs Officer of 

the US Embassy selected Sanjana Chooneea of Swami 
Sivananda State Secondary School as the winner.   
Himnish Harshil Hunma of Royal College Curepipe was 
declared the runner-up. 
 

We were honoured to have H.E. The Vice President of the 
Republic, Mr Barlen Vyapoory, GOSK, at the Finals.  
 

We convey our thanks and gratitude to our sponsors - 
HSBC, British Council and Rotary Club -  to Members of 
the adjudicating panel, and to other guests present. 
 
INTERNATIONAL PUBLIC SPEAKING COMPETITION  
 

Forty-five participants from 42 countries across the globe, 
including Sanjana Chooneea representing Mauritius, took 
part in a five-day programme of events at the 
International Public Speaking Competition (IPSC) held in 
London, from 8th to 12th May 2017.   
 

It was a truly wonderful week of cultural exchange and it 
showcased the very best of international friendship.  After 
two days of training on public speaking, debating and 
performance workshops, and excursions, there was a 
tough day for the preliminaries, when participants were 
required to deliver a prepared and an impromptu speech. 
  

The week culminated in the Grand Final at the Royal 
Institute of Great Britain, in London, on Friday 12th May.  
The Finalists from Mexico, Canada, Australia, China, 
England & Wales, Sri Lanka and Hong Kong battled it out 
for the prestigious winner’s trophy, with their speeches on 
the theme ‘Peace is not an absence of war’.  As a novelty 
this year, the Final was filmed and livestreamed all over 
the world. 

One of the objectives of the Public Speaking Competition is to give students the opportunity to exchange views, form friendship and 
 promote understanding with other participants.  Sanjana Chooneea, Winner of the 2017 Public Speaking Competition, represented Mauritius 

 at the International Public Speaking Competition held in London in May 2017 
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This year’s International winner was Luke  Macaronas 
from Australia with his speech entitled 'The Inconvenient 
Truth’. This was an emotive take on drone attacks and the 
state of modern warfare. The runner-up was Owen David 
Thomas Torrey from Canada, who spoke on the topic ‘To 
Wage War with Peace’.  

Sanjana Chooneea, Winner of the 2017 Public 
Speaking Competition: 
 

Hereunder are extracts of a report received from 
Sanjana on her participation in the International Public 
Speaking Competition:  
 

“It is an immense pleasure to write this report about my 
experience in London.    Let me first start by thanking the 
ESU for giving me this unique opportunity to travel to 
London and to represent my Country at the International 
Public Speaking Competition”.   
 

“The IPSC was more of a gathering of future world leaders 
to incorporate the culture of creating global understanding 
through English, all coming together because of one talent, 
i.e. public speaking. Today all the 45 participants - 
including myself - can relate to the fact that language is not 
a barrier to communication. Altogether, we went through 
different stages of discovering a new world through the 
ESU” 
 

 “The experience and knowledge acquired from our mentors 
and from other participants will forever be helpful in our 
lives.  Sadly I didn’t make it to the Finals, but I gained much 
more than the title”   
 

“Participating in the various public speaking training 
sessions given by ESU mentors have successfully improved 
my public speaking skills and increased my level of 
confidence. I am thankful to my mentors namely Lucy, 
Michael, Matthew and Kane, for being such inspiring 
individuals and making me a better public speaker. I also 
thank the judging panel for the positive comments that I 
received. I know that these words of encouragement will 
lead me to great heights in my public speaking career”. 

 
 

“All activities - including workshops at the Shakespeare’s 
Globe, watching the ‘Wicked Musical’ at the Apollo Theatre 
Victoria, or playing bowling at the Queen’s Ice and Bowl, 
amongst others - helped in consolidating friendship with 
other participants”. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

STORY TELLING COMPETITION FOR STANDARD V 
PUPILS IN RODRIGUES – Sponsored by the Commission 
for Education and the MCB 
 

This third edition proved to be a success once again.   The 
competition was held on Thursday 22nd June 2017 at St 
Esprit RCEA with eleven participants.   Pupils from 
Mangues Government School did not take part in the 
competition this year.  However, two pupils from this 
school touched the heart of everyone present with a 
performance of “You raise me up” originally sung by Josh 
Groban.   
   

The judges - Ms Tedde Thompson, Public Affairs of the US 
Embassy, Mrs Susan Auguste, British Honorary Consul and 
Mr Lelio Roussety - awarded the first prize to Shékina 

Laeticia Reynoird of 
Grand La Fouche 
Corail Government 
School.   Shékina’s 
story was entitled 
“Goldilocks and the 
three bears”.   The 
two runners-up were 
Mélodie Aerynn 
Sarangue and 
Mariva Léana 

Genave of St Esprit RCEA and Port Sud Est Government 
School respectively.  Their stories were entitled “The Little 
Red Riding Hood” and “The Flies and the Honey Pot”.  
  

Following the opening speech by Mrs Marie-France 
Roussety, President of the ESU, Ms Rose de Lima Edouard, 
Commissioner for Youth & Others, was invited to address 
the audience.   We wish to renew our appreciation to Ms 
Edouard for her unfailing support towards the ESU.   We 
also convey our gratitude to the Master of Ceremony, Mr 
Sanjit Teelock, to the judges and to the staff of St Esprit 
RCEA for hosting the competition this year. 
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“I spent valuable time with all 
participants and learnt a lot about 
their respective countries and 
cultures. These memories will 
always be cherished.  My passion 
for public speaking will forever 
remain alive and I cannot wait to 
share this experience and talent 
with others”.   
 

“Thank you once again to the 
English-Speaking Union for this 
life changing experience. I am 
definitely looking forward to 
achieving great things in the 
future.” 

 

 
Sanjana Chooneea posing 

with H.E. Mr Barlen 
Vyapoory, GOSK, Vice-
President of the Republic 

of Mauritius 
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RIGHT WORD COMPETITION FOR FORM V STUDENTS – 
March 2017 
 

The ESU, in collaboration with Greenwich University 
Pakistan Mauritius Campus Branch, organized the 2nd 
edition of the Right Word Competition for Form V 
students during the month of March 2017, with 32 
participating schools in the first stages of the competition.    
 

The Semi-Finals and Finals were held on the same day, i.e.  
Tuesday 21st March 2017, at the Greenwich University 
Pakistan in Ebene. 
 

At the Semi-Finals, Mahatma Gandhi State Secondary 
School of Solferino competed against Royal College Port 
Louis, while Dr Maurice Curé State College played 
against Forest Side State Secondary School (Girls).  
 

Mahatma Gandhi Solferino and Forest Side SSS (Girls) 
won their respective match, and competed against each 
other at an exciting Finals which saw the victory of Forest 
Side SSS (Girls), represented by Hemshika Woodit, 
Shivaranjani Veerapen, Vijaya Lakshmee Yadav and 
Haani Roosaye.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
All Semi-Finalists, Runners-up and Winners received prizes 
from the English-Speaking Union and from Ms Tahira 
Ahmed Khan, Assistant Professor, Department of English, 
Greenwich University Pakistan Mauritius Campus Branch. 
 

The initiator of the competition, Mr Darmalingum 
Veeraragoo, who acted as moderator, commented:  “We 
know that students do not read much these days.  This 
competition allows them to build up a good stock of words”.  
He explained that some 250 words were introduced in 
the competition this year.    
 

ESU thanks Mr Veeraragoo for contribution in making this 
competition a success. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

CREATIVE WRITING WORKSHOP 2017 – Sponsored by 
President’s Fund for Creative Writing  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Dr Roshni Mooneeram, Associate Professor and Global 
Consultant of the University of Nottingham, and Member 
of the Executive Committee of the ESU gave a brilliant 
lecture on “Creative Mind and Writing”.  This not only set 
the tone for the whole workshop but inspired many 
students, as reflected from feedbacks received.   
 

Three sessions were conducted with enthusiasm, dedication 
and much inspiration by Mr Rajendra Korlapu Bungaree, 
Senior Lecturer, English Department at the Mauritius 
Institute of Education (MIE) and Dr Sushilla Gopaul, former 
MIE and present MGI Lecturer and author of short stories 
and poems. 
 

 
 
 

 
Prof Serge Rivière, organizer and coordinator of the 
workshop commented as follows: “This was a successful 
workshop for highly motivated budding writers who came 
from various schools.  They went away with greater 
confidence in their own ability and greater awareness of 
strategies learnt from practising and experienced writers.  
We are convinced that we lit a small candle in their souls 
and in a small way at least ignited their creativity and 
imagination.” 
 

Participants undertook to complete a piece of Creative 
Writing in Drama, Poetry or Short Story, which were 
reviewed by Mr  Rajendra Korlapu-Bungaree for drama 
and Dr Shushilla Gopaul for poetry and short stories.
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Winners from Forest 
Side SSS (Girls) 
posing with ESU 
Members, Mrs 

Tahira Ahmed Khan 
of Greenwich 

University Pakistan 
and Teachers 

Mrs Anitah Aujayeb, 
Chairperson of the 
President’s Fund for 
Creative Writing 

The ESU, in collaboration with the 
President’s Fund for Creative Writing 
(PFCW) and under the aegis of the 
Ministry of Arts & Culture, organized 
a 3-day workshop on creative writing 
for Upper Form students, during the 
Easter holidays, from 12th to 14th 
April 2017. 
 

Following the introductory speech by 
Prof Serge Rivière, Vice-President of 
the ESU, Mrs Marie-France Roussety, 
President of the ESU and Mrs Anitah 
Aujayeb, Chairperson of the PFCW, 
addressed the students and 
congratulated them for taking interest 
in creative writing. 
 

A 3-hour lecture on Drama delivered by Mr 
Rajendra Korlapu-Bungaree.  The session was 

lively and received good feedback 

 

 

 

In her opening speech, Mrs Marie-France Roussety, 

President of the ESU stated: “There is a substantial 

experience gain for students taking part in this competition. 

Such exposure will enable you to train your mind to think 

fast and to enrich your vocabulary and spelling.  I am 

certain that everyone present has learnt many new words 

and will always remember this experience!”.  
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 SPELLING BEE COMPETITION - MAURITIUS 
(Form I to Form IV Students) 
 
 

 
 

 
 

The Spelling Bee Competition was once again sponsored 
by the US Embassy, the Mauritius Commercial Bank, 
Reinsurance Solutions and Currimjee Foundation. 
 

Spellers – the best across Mauritius and Rodrigues - 
experienced the satisfaction of learning new English 
words (i.e. their pronunciation and definition) while 
enhancing their spelling and enriching their vocabulary. 
 

The competition lasted throughout the month of May in 
Mauritius, culminating in the Finals held on Tuesday 30th 
May 2017 at the auditorium of the Mauritius Commercial 
Bank, St Jean.   
 

Participation has steadily been rising every year and has 
this time reached a total of 550 students from 145 schools 
in Mauritius.  However, a much larger number of students 
are touched by this activity yearly as ESU encourages all 
schools to run an in-house competition before they 
proceed with the final selection of candidates taking part 
in the ESU competition.    
 

ESU was delighted to welcome the following guests, 
amongst others, at the Finals of the Spelling Bee 
Competition: 
 

- Acting President of the Republic, H.E. Mr Barlen 
Vyapoory, GOSK  

- Hon. Prithvirajsing Roopun, Minister of Arts & Culture 
- Dr Melanie Zimmerman, Chargé d’Affaires of the US 

Embassy 
- Ms Tedde Thompson, Public Affairs Officer of the US 

Embassy 
- Messrs Raoul Gufflet and Ryan Coopamah, 

respectively Deputy Chief Executive Officer and Head 
of Communication at the Mauritius Commercial Bank 
(our hosts). 

 

All participants received prizes from the US Embassy and 
the MCB.  Additionally, the four Winners (Form I to Form 
IV) received a special prize from Ms Tedde Thompson of 
the US Embassy and a cash prize and corporate gifts 
from Mr Ryan Coopamah, Head of Communication of the 
Mauritius Commercial Bank.  Winners also received gifts 
and medals from the ESU.   
 

 
 

The four winners (Form I, II, III & IV) of the 2017 
National Spelling Bee Competition were: 
F1- Andrew Ip Min Wan of Royal College 
Curepipe 
F2 - Arushi Khare of Northfields International 
High School 
F3 - Ryan JHH Fang Yen of Royal College Port 
Louis 
F4 - Kawthar Sahaduth of Dr Maurice Cure 
State College 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We convey our gratitude to Mr Sanjit Teelock, the Master 
of Ceremony and to Ms Tedde Thompson, Mrs Marie-
France Roussety and Mr Deepak Maunthrooa who were 
the Pronouncers and Judges of at the finals.   
 

Thank you also to all Members who helped us at the 
preliminaries which were all held, this year, at Greenwich 
University Pakistan, in Ebene.  We convey our warmest 
thanks to our Sponsors and to the Manager and Staff of 
Greenwich University Pakistan, for their hospitality. 
 

SPELLING BEE COMPETITION IN RODRIGUES 
 

The Spelling Bee Competition in Rodrigues was held on 
Friday 23rd June 2017, with 72 participants. 
 

ESU is very grateful to Mr Ashok Seesaghur, Rector of 
Mont Lubin College and his staff for hosting the Public 
Speaking and Spelling Bee competitions this year.   
 

We are also very grateful to our sponsors: The US 
Embassy, the Commission for Education in Rodrigues and 
the Mauritius Commercial Bank for their valuable support.  
 

Ms Tedde Thompson, Public Affairs Officer of the US 
Embassy travelled to Rodrigues to assist us as the first 
Pronouncer.  Mr Lelio Roussety, former Commissioner for 
Education was the second Pronouncer.  As always, Mr 
Sanjit Teelock was the Master of Ceremony.   
 

The winners were Avanis 
Vyas (F1), Lea Castel 
(F2), Jean Fernard 
Ravanne (F3) from 
Rodrigues College.  
Cathy Annathalia 
Francois of Le Chou 
College was the winner 
for Form 4.  Picture shows 
the Winners with the 
Pronoucers & Judges. 
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The four Winners of the 2017 Spelling Bee 
Competition (Form I to Form IV) 

Ryan Jian Hao Hsiao Fang Yen of 
Royal College Port Louis has won 
the Spelling Bee competition three 
consecutive years.  
In an interview with News on 
Sunday, Ryan said that he was 
motivated to participate as he 
wanted to win again.  He practised 
new words with his teacher, Mrs 
Aukhajah, and his parents.   Ryan 
plans to participate again next 
year in the Form IV category. 
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NEWS FROM MEMBERS OF THE EXECUTIVE 
COMMITTEE OF ESU 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

SHARING NEWS FROM ESU MEMBERS 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Members of the Executive 
Committee benevolently devote 
much time to helping the ESU in 
its mission of “Creating Global 
Understanding through the 
English Language”.   They 
attended many functions and 
meetings for ESU, and helped 
in the running of activities. 

 

Besides, Mr Parmanand Nunkoo, OSK, represented the 
ESU on the adjudicating panel, at the finals of the 
National Inter-College Literary Competitions organized 
by the Ministry of Youth and Sports.  The finals were held 
on Thursday 29th June 2017 in the Conference Hall of St 
Francois Xavier Stadium, Port Louis, following a 
culmination of a series of regional inter-college activities. 
 

 

Prof Serge Rivière volunteered to proof-read a document 
on “the significance of Mauritius as a Slave Trading 
Centre in the Indian Ocean”, at the request of Le Morne 
Heritage Trust Fund.  
 

Many Members and well-wishers also contributed in the 
running of ESU activities, in various capacities (e.g. 
Masters of Ceremonies, Judges, Pronouncers, etc…).  We 
convey our heartiest appreciation to them all and convey 
our thanks and gratitude for their dedication.   
 
 
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ms Radhakeessoon had a keen interest in poetry writing 
and reading since a very young age.  Her poems are 
published regularly in various journals and magazines.  
 

Her work emphasizes on human emotions, beliefs, 
reflections on life, a quest for spirituality and a poet’s 
imaginative world.  ESU congratulates her and wishes her 
plenty of success in her future endeavours. 
 

Miss Anoucheka Gangabissoon, 
Primary School Educator who 
joined the ESU in 2013 writes 
poetry and short stories as a 
hobby.  She considers writing to 
be the meaning of her life as she 
has always been influenced by all 
the great writers, and wishes to be, 
like them, “immortalized” in her 
own words.  
 

Her works can be read 
on ourpoetryarchive.blogspot.com, 
poetrysoup.com, and in various 
literary magazines like SETU, 
Different Truths, Dissident Voice, 
WISH press, Your One Phone Call, Communicator's 
League and In Between Hangovers press.   Her poems are 
often placed in free online contests. 
 

Miss Gangabissoon has donated two copies of her poetry 
books entitled “Awakened Fancies” and “Scattered 
Dandelions” to the ESU.  Members are most welcome to 
borrow them from the ESU.    
 

We wish Miss Gangabissoon plenty of success in her 
future endeavours. 
 
 

Miss Zeenat Fugurally, Member of 
the ESU since 2014, regularly assists 
the ESU on the adjudicating panel of 
the Public Speaking Competition.    
 

In July 2017, she participated in the 
Speech Contest of “Mauritius 
Toastmasters Clubs Conference 2017” 
and  was awarded the first prize for 
her powerful speech on “Water”.   
 

We congratulate Miss Fugurally upon 
her success. 

CONGRATULATIONS 

Prof Marc Serge Rivière,  
Vice-President of the ESU, has 

been admitted as a Member of the 
Mauritius Academy of Science and 

Technology, since  
January 2017. 

We convey our heartiest 
Congratulations to him. 
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Miss Vatsala Radhakeesoon – 
Member of the ESU since 2014 - is 
pleased to share the news that her 
second poetry book entitled “Depth 
of the River” has been published 
and launched online.  It is now 
available on amazon.com, both as 
an e-book and paperback versions.  
Miss Radhakeesoon’s first poetry 
book “When Solitude Speaks” was 
published in 2013. 

 

 

 
Ms Zeenat 
Fugurally 

 

Editorial Team: Messrs Aniroodh Ramjeeawon, PDSM, Rajen 
Gangoosingh, Deepak Maunthrooa, Sebastien Ravina & Mrs Anne-
Marie Ahkine 
 

CONGRATULATIONS  
 

Mr Philip Li Ching Hum, Secretary 
of the ESU who was awarded an 
LLB (Hons), with London University 
in 2016 has recently successfully 
completed an LLM (Hons) 
(Commercial and Financial Laws) 
with the University of  Central 
Lancashire (UCLAN). 
 

We convey our heartiest 
congratulations to him. 
 

 


