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Mrs Marie-France Roussety, 
President of ESU-Mauritius 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 
 

The end of the year is a good time to look back and reflect on our achievements and to see 
what needs to be accomplished in the New Year.    
 

ESU had a very busy and exciting year in 2017.  However, we have greater challenges and 
opportunities ahead.   On the occasion of the centenary of the ESU of the Commonwealth 
and the 25th anniversary of ESU-Mauritius, which coincide with the 50th anniversary of the 
independence of the Republic of Mauritius, we are looking forward to working hand-in-hand 
with our Members and well-wishers, to further promote the English language. 
 

I, as the President of the ESU, make it a point to sensitize people on the importance of the 
English Language as a global language.  I am invited on many platforms where I talk about 
our mission and activities.  As an example, I was recently invited to join H.E. the Vice-
President of the Republic of Mauritius and address members of the Government Teachers 
Union (GTU) on the importance of the English Language.  
 

Members of the Executive Committee and I send our best wishes to you, and to your 
respective families, for a very happy, healthy and fruitful New Year. 
 

Best regards, 
 

Marie-France Roussety 
President, ESU-Mauritius 
 

 
Ms Selena Issur, Winner of the 

Scrabble Tournament with  
ESU Vice-President,  

Mr Prem Burton, CSK 
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The four Finalists of the 2017 
Scrabble Tournament 

SCRABBLE TOURNAMENT 
 

The last activity of the ESU for the year 2017 -  the 
third edition of a Scrabble Tournament - was held 
on Friday 8th December 2017 in a friendly 
atmosphere at Greenwich University Pakistan, 
Mauritius Campus Branch in Ebene. 
 

Board games, including Scrabble, offer more than 
just entertainment.   They beneficially impact health 
in multiple aspects.  One of the primary benefits is 
reducing the risk of cognitive decline, such as that 
associated with dementia and Alzheimer diseases.  
Keeping the mind engaged means exercising it and 
building it stronger.   
 

Sixteen participants took part in the first round of 
the tournament.   Eight players qualified for the 
semi-finals and four competed for the winning 
shield.  Ms Selena Issur was crowned the Winner 
and received her prize from Mr Prem Burton, CSK, 
Vice-President of the ESU.  The other finalists, Mr 
Rajnish Burton, Mr Vinesh Paupiah and Miss 
Zakiyyah Oodally, also received a shield from the 
ESU. 
 

We convey our thanks to all participants and to 
those who benevolently gave their time to help run 
the Scrabble tournament, in particular Mr Deepak 
Maunthrooa who was the Master of Ceremony on 
this occasion. 
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THE ANNUAL DINNER OF THE ESU HELD ON THURSDAY 17TH AUGUST 2017 
 

The annual dinner was held in the relaxed and friendly setting of Indian Summer Restaurant in Ebene.  It was an excellent 
opportunity for social networking and for renewing friendship.   Besides, the restaurant provided excellent food and service.    
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ESU President, Mrs Marie-France Roussety, Hon. Minister Roopun and the Vice-President of the Republic addressed the 
guests.  We are pleased to reproduce hereunder the edited version of Mrs Roussety’s opening speech: 
 

“This evening, we are celebrating the 24th anniversary of ESU-Mauritius which was enacted in 1993 by the Parliament of 
Mauritius upon the initiative of our Patron, Sir Victor Glover, the then British High Commissioner in Mauritius and Late Sir 
Rabindrah Ghurburrun who was the Vice-President of Mauritius at that time.   
 

 
This will be an opportunity to celebrate ESU achievements.  ESU started as a small education charity established by a Royal 
Charter, with Her Majesty the Queen as Patron.   Today, ESU has set up a presence in over 55 countries worldwide, all sharing 
the same vision for dialogue in the English Language and for greater international friendship and understanding.  ESU 
headquarters have created an “International Platform” - within their website – which allows all international ESUs to communicate 
with one another, share ideas and access key documentation to support their work.   Besides, ESU’s logo has now changed.   All 
branches of ESU have a new common logo (blue colour instead of 
burgundy), with the name of their respective country. 
 

I think it is good that we also reflect on the existence of the ESU in Mauritius.   We provide a platform not only for students to 
display their various talents – be it elocution skills, writing skills or vocabulary enrichment - but also for teachers, Members & 
students to benefit from training, intellectual activities and social networking. 
   

We are highly motivated by the fact that participation in our activities has steadily risen over the years.  We, modestly speaking, 
derive pride from the fact that we form part of the educational process of Students who are the burgeoning leaders of tomorrow. 
 

As pointed out to Members in the last edition of our newsletter, the first semester for the year 2017 closed with a record number 
of activities.    However the essence of our achievement is not in the number of activities carried out.   It lies in the strong 
commitment of our Members to help promote the English language.  It is heart-warming to see that many dedicated people - 
especially Mr  Sanjit Teelock, the Pioneer of our Public Speaking & Spelling Bee Competitions, and our Master of Ceremony 
tonight, Mr Rajendra Korlapu-Bungaree, put in major efforts to ensure that our activities are successful.   I should also like to 
address a special note of thanks to our Patron, Sir Victor Glover, who always makes time for the ESU when his advice is needed.   
 

We are not complacent and do not rest on our laurels.  We work hard and strive to continuously improve and increase our 
activities.  But to be able to do this, we need good and reliable partners and well-wishers.  Therefore I think it is fitting to also 
convey our appreciation and gratitude to: 
 

(i) His Excellency the Vice-President of the Republic of Mauritius, Mr Barlen Vyapoory.     We are honoured to have your wife, 
Mrs Sarojini Vyapoory and You as our Chief Guests.   Your Excellency, I should like to invite you to take a short stroll down 
memory lane.   You joined the ESU in August 1999 and became a Member of our Executive Committee in July 2010.  
Owing to your numerous achievements and dedication, you were elected Secretary of the ESU until your appointment as 
High Commissioner of Mauritius to the Republic of South Africa in August 2015.  You have always been a loyal supporter of 
ESU and you continue to do so in your capacity as Vice-President of the Republic of Mauritius.  We thank you for your 
unfailing support. 

 

 

ESU was delighted to welcome its Chief Guests, H.E. the Vice-President of the 
Republic of Mauritius, Mr Paramasivum Pillay (Barlen) Vyapoory, GOSK and Mrs 
Sarojini Vyapoory, as well as other guests amongst whom Sir Victor Glover and 
Lady Ginette Glover, Hon. Prithvirajsing Roopun, Minister of Arts & Culture, Ms 
Tedde Thompson, Public Affairs Officer of the US Embassy, Mr Tris Bartlett, 
Director of the British Council, and Mrs Jan Knight. 
 

We convey our warmest thanks to Mr Rajendra Korlapu-Bungaree - our Treasurer 
- for his brilliant job as the Master of Ceremony.  His professionalism and 
efficiency, combined with his good humour and off the cuff remarks contributed to 
the success of the evening.    
 

 
Mr Rajendra Korlapu-Bungaree was the 

Master of Ceremony at the dinner 
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Next year will be an important year for the English-Speaking Union.  While ESU-Mauritius will be celebrating its 25th 
anniversary, ESU headquarters in London will commemorate their 100th anniversary.    
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(ii) Hon Prithvirajsing Roopun, Minister of Arts & Culture.   Thank you for your 
presence in our midst.   We renew our commitment to collaborate fully with 
your Ministry.  We wish to thank you – and your staff – for the cooperation 
given to the ESU. 

 

(iii) Unfortunately the British High Commissioner could not be with us tonight.   We 
attended his farewell party a couple of weeks ago.   We nevertheless wish to 
express our gratitude to H.E. Mr Jonathan Drew for his support and wish him 
all the best in his future endeavours. 

 

(iv) Our association with the British Council – of which Mr Tris Bartlett is the 
Director - goes back to August 1993.   Since then, our Executive Committee 
meetings are held in the meeting room of the British Council.   We convey our 
thanks to Tris for his support and for his presence with us tonight. 

 

(v) My speech would not be complete without me expressing our gratitude to Ms 
Tedde Thompson, Public Affairs Officer of the US Embassy.  Indeed, the US 
Embassy supports ESU in many ways.  First, by sponsoring the Spelling Bee 
Competitions every year, and also by offering unique opportunities to teachers 
of English, to help them improve their teaching skills, through e-learning 
programmes, lectures and workshops for teachers in Mauritius and in Rodrigues.    
Their conversational classes run by their Educational Consultant & English 
Language Fellow, Miss Mathilde Verrillaut (present with us this evening) are 
lively and efficient.   Miss Verrillaut has also been working closely with M.I.E. 
since January this year.    

 

Last but not least, I should like to thank our numerous Sponsors without whom it 
would have been difficult for us to finance our activities. 
 

Before closing, I should like to ask “What should we do going forward”  “How do 
we ensure that we will continue to succeed in our mission?”. 
 

I think we should continue doing all the things we are doing now, with the help of 
our dedicated Members and Partners, but also work hand in hand with them to 
develop new educational programmes that will further enhance the enjoyment and 
constructive use of English”. 
 

Speech by Paramasivum Pillay Vyapoory, G.O.S.K., Vice-President of the 
Republic of Mauritius. 
 

We are pleased to also reproduce the speech of H.E. the Vice-President of the 
Republic of Mauritius. 
 

“It is always with a keen interest and a great pleasure that I attend a function 
organised by the English Speaking Union.  That’s because I place a high premium 
on the mastery of the English Language for success in life for any individual in 
general, and the raison d’être of the ESU is, in fact, the promotion of that 
language. 
 

I am happy to see that the ESU, founded 24 years ago, by late Sir Rabindrah Ghurburrun along with Sir Victor Glover, Mrs 
Meena Seetulsing, Late Prof Jugdish Manrakhan and late Mr Mohamad Vayid, is today in good hands under the chairpersonship 
of Mrs Marie-France Roussety and the present Executive Committee.   As indeed it has been, under the successive chairmanships 
of Sir Victor Glover, Mr Sanjit Teelock, Miss Sharmila Bhima, late Mr Mohamad Vayid and the immediate Past President, Mr 
Prem Burton. 
 

I had the honour and privilege myself of serving as Secretary for a number of years.  My best and most fruitful time spent at the 
ESU was in 2013 when we celebrated the 20th Anniversary of the ESU in Mauritius.  It was a year when, apart from the usual 
annual Public Speaking Competition, the Spelling Bee Competition, the Commonwealth Essay Competition, Story-telling in 
Rodrigues, workshops for students and teachers, we organised additional activities including (i) a debate at the Mauritius 
Broadcasting Corporation, (ii) talks, one by Ms. Reshma Gungapersand on Mauritian Author Ramesh Ramdoyal and another by 
Prof Serge Rivière on “The Irish Contribution to the development of Mauritius”.  We also started with the English Language Day 
Celebration in the Primary and Secondary Schools whereby a message on the importance of the English language is sent to the 
schools to be read at the morning assembly.   That was upon a suggestion by my good friend late Mr Parama Veeraragoo who 
served as Secretary for a number of years.   
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We also collaborated with Mrs Soraya Sayed Hassen - daughter of late Mr Mohamad Vayid - in the successful staging of 
Shakespeare’s “A Midsummer Night’s Dream”.   All in all, it was an eventful and successful celebration of the 20th Anniversary 
spearheaded by the then President, Mr. Prem Burton 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

What is interesting to note is that the ESU does not limit itself to evaluating the candidates right away at their level of 
performance but, prior to the competitions, the ESU conducts workshops which are organised for participants to learn and 
improve their public speaking skills and adopt correct pronunciation, word stress and intonation so as to enhance their level of 
performance.   A way to evaluate what should be and not what is.  
 

In my speech last year, I emphasized on the need and importance of improving the quality of spoken English among students 
across the country.  This may seem to be a gigantic task but I personally believe that, with the necessary goodwill and 
determination, gradual improvement can be achieved.  The work must start with training on phonology for teachers at all levels.  
For this to happen, we need the approval and participation of the Ministry of Education and the willingness of members of the 
ESU to actively participate in the task.   
 

I know that the ESU staff and members already have a heavy load of work but nonetheless I would venture to suggest some 
other activities which could be considered.   
 

One such additional activity could be the Shakespeare Drama Competition which is very popular in America and the UK.  We 
refer to English as the language of Shakespeare and it is all too natural that, as we promote the English Language, we should 
also promote Shakespeare.   
 

In so doing, it is not just Shakespeare that we would be promoting but also dramatic art, which according to educational 
philosopher, Sir Ken Robinson, is a very potent activity for the overall development of the individual.  I agree 100% with him, 
because I know how my own active participation in theatre has helped in my own personal development.  A second additional 
activity would be to assist the Ministry of Arts and Culture in the Youth Drama Festival Competition by conducting workshops for 
participants prior to the competition.   
 

At present in Mauritius, there are a number of Speaking Unions, each striving to preserve and promote a particular language 
and the accompanying culture.  The ESU stands out as the very first Speaking Union in Mauritius boasting of 24 years of 
existence and Mauritius is one of the 55 countries affiliated to an International Union headquartered in London and the British 
Queen as its Patron.  What also makes the ESU different and extremely important is, unlike the other unions, which are of 
interest to particular linguistic groups, the ESU is of interest to every Mauritian.   
 

To conclude, let me reiterate my congratulations to the President and members of the ESU for the great work you are doing and 
encourage you to do more.  As far as I can, I will be by your side” 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

In 2015, the ESU prepared students to participate in the Magna Carta Essay 
Competition organised at the International Level by ESU International Headquarters in 
London.  It is a matter of great pride and satisfaction that our Mauritian candidate at 
the Junior Level won the Trophy for the African Continent and our candidate at the 
Senior level was the runner up in that category.   Talking of International 
Competitions it is also very comforting to note that our Mauritian representative, 
Sebastien Ng Kuet Leong, won the International Public Speaking Competition in 2009 
and over the years our candidates reached the finals a number of times. The main 
activities of the ESU remain the Public Speaking Competition for upper form students 
and the Spelling Bee for the lower secondary level students. 

  

 

In his speech, Hon. Prithvirajsing Roopun, 
Minister of Arts & Culture, renewed his 
support to the ESU and spoke of the 

importance of languages in Mauritius. 
 
 

At the dinner, Sanjana Chooneea, Winner 
of the 2017 Public Speaking Competition 
delivered her speech on the international 
theme “Peace is not an absence of war”. 
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PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT WORKSHOP FOR 
TEACHERS OF ENGLISH 
 

The US Embassy is a very important Partner of the 
English-Speaking Union in promoting the English language 
in Mauritius and in Rodrigues.    Every year, the US 
Embassy sponsors our Spelling Bee and provides valuable 
professional development programmes for ESU Members.  
Earlier this year, in April, some 75 ESU Members 
attended a lecture by Ms Dasha Kelly Hamilton – a well-
known American writer – on “Strategies to elevate writing 
of students and their confidence as learners. 
 

In August 2017, Mr Kevin McCaughey and Ms Mathilde 
Verillaud, respectively Regional English Language Officer 
(RELO) and American English Language Fellow of the 
Embassy of the United States of America, conducted a 2-
hour workshop for some 50 ESU Members on various 
topics, including Class Management, Listening Skills and 
Movement in Classroom, amongst others.  
 

 
Feedback received from participants was very positive.  
We are pleased to reproduce verbatim extracts of same.  
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Noorjahan Caunhye of Rajcoomar Gujadhur State Secondary School:  “The workshop was so interesting that the two hours 
just flew by! The whole session was interactive and fun. I've learned about revised principles, strategies and methodologies that 
can be used in class and which I have shared with colleagues from my department.  Hats off to the US Embassy and to the ESU 
for taking such initiatives.  Looking forward to have further opportunities to attend such workshops again”. 

 

Feedback received from Ms Vedna Beerachee of 
Ramsoondur Prayag SSS:   “The workshop was enriching 
and fruitful.  Although, we have been trained to teach 
“Learning through play” as a method, the praxis has been 
veiled by most trainers, until this workshop where Kevin 
gave some insightful ways to go about making students 
engage with the learning material, all the while thinking and 
adding their personal authenticity. The coach made an 
excellent effort in making grasping the key idea smoothly, 
very well aware of the major underlying setback of our 
work: that of students not speaking and thinking enough in 
English language. He focused on one key topic and 
explored it in various ways - we left confident about a 
technique and a concrete plan in mind. Nothing was left 
vague or amorphous.  Great job!”. 

 

Mr Deepak Maunthrooa, Educator at Ebene SSS (Boys) 
(also Assistant Secretary of the ESU):  “Those 2 hours flew 
so quickly and it was an enjoyable session to be emulated 
during a future visit of the RELO, Kevin McCaughey” 

 

Mrs Myra Mahadeo of Dunputh Lallah SSS:  “I would like 
to express my deep appreciation for the lively and enriching 
workshop that was conducted by Kevin and Mathilde.  This 
is very much what we, English teachers in Mauritius, are 
looking for by way of promoting spoken English in class. 
What I like about the activities is that:  
. they do not 'threaten' to disturb the peace by being too  
boisterous- minimal displacement of classroom furniture  
. learners sit at their place and everyone in the group 
engages actively to complete the task 
. each one has her say (This is important  because students 
may spend a whole day at school without uttering a few 
words of English on their own).  
 . teacher intervention is minimal and peer interaction is 
maximised, thereby allowing learners to develop confidence 
to engage in further speaking activities. 
I would also like to thank Kevin for the very useful 
pedagogical materials offered. We know now how to keep 
our learners actively engaged in Oral English classes”. 

 
 

Mr Brian Ah-Kee of Loreto College Saint Pierre: I would 
like to thank the US Embassy and ESU for this great 
workshop.  The content was really valuable.   It was literally 
the best two hours of content in any course/seminar I have 
been to.  I appreciated the practical, step-by-step nature of 
the course.   I could see how it would apply to my oral 
classes.  I also loved Kevin’s style of presentation.  Thank 
you so much for the insight into how interaction should occur 
in oral classes. 

Khousboo Bassoo, Educator at J.M Frank Richard SSS:   
“It was an enriching experience. It was different from usual 
workshops. Apart from breaking the monotony, that 
workshop actually motivated me to try new teaching 
strategies. To add, by providing the members with relevant 
teaching materials, I believe teachers would feel much more 
confident to experience new avenues and be risk-takers”. 
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YOUTH DEVELOPMENT FORUM 
 

ESU collaborated with Greenwich University Pakistan to 
conduct a “Youth Development Forum” on Wednesday 
15th November 2017 in the premises of the University.  
Some 40 students were given a platform to showcase 
their public speaking as well as their ingenuity to come up 
with the best solutions to problems related to (i) Gender 
and Equality (ii) The Youth and substance Abuse (iii) 
Sustainable Development Goals (iv) Values & Ethics.   
 

The workshop 
facilitators were 
Mrs Georgina 
Ragaven, Repre-
sentative of the  
Ministry of 
Gender and 
Equality,  Mr Sam 
Lauthan, Member 
of the Drug 
Commission, Dr 
Rizwana Amin, 
Head Department of Humanities of Greenwich University 
and Ms Veena Moloye, Director of Inov8 Ventures Ltd. 
 

Mr Prem Burton, CSK, Vice-President of the ESU, was 
present at the forum as an observer and expressed his 
satisfaction in the running of the forum.   We wish to 
convey our thanks to Mr Rajen Gangoosingh - Vice-
President of the ESU - who was the Master of Ceremony 
and to Mr Deepak Maunthrooa, Assistant Secretary of the 
ESU, for his assistance on that day.  Our heartfelt thanks 
to Mr Rub Nawaz and Ms Girisha Dhunoo for inviting the 
ESU to partner with them in this valuable activity. 
 
 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  
 

The Annual General Meeting was held on Monday 2nd 
October 2017 at the British Council.   Mrs Marie-France 
Roussety, President of ESU-Mauritius, presented her report, 
after which the Treasurer gave a detailed account of the 
Financial Statements which had been audited by Mr 
Shareef Ramjan of SRA Partners. 
 

The AGM normally held in April of each year had to be 
postponed to October following the change in the 
Government financial year which now ends on 30th of 
June of each year.    ESU had to align its financial 
year with that of the Government, i.e. for an initial 
18-month period starting 1st January 2016 and 
ending on 30th June 2017.  Accordingly, both the 
President’s report and ESU’s financial statements 
covered an 18-month period. 
 

The notes of meeting of the AGM were despatched to 
Members by e-mail.  Members who wish to receive a 
copy by post are kindly invited to send a request on 
esumau@intnet.mu or call ESU office on 208 8591. 

 
 
 
 
 

INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON “EMOTIONAL  
WELLBEING IN THE WORKPLACE” 
 

ESU collaborated with Greenwich University Pakistan in 
the organization of a conference on “Emotional 
wellbeing in the workplace”.  This power-packed one-
day conference focused on the tangible benefits of 
psychological and mental health in the workplace from 
the point of view of both the employers and employees.  
 

Speakers were international experts in the field of 
emotional well-being and stress management. The 
importance of good leadership and a collaborative 
approach in organizations and adopting sound strategies 
toward creating an atmosphere of collegiality rather than 
conflict was also explored. 
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GREENWICH UNIVERSITY PAKISTAN – ENGLISH SPEAKING UNION JOINT EVENTS 

 
Prof Serge Rivière, Conference Director of Greenwich 

University Pakistan & Vice-President of the ESU, was the 
Master of Ceremony at the conference 

The Guest of Honour was Her Excellency. Mrs Jenny Dee,  
High Commissioner of Australia. 

We convey our thanks and gratitude to our 
sponsors, well-wishers and members who 
have worked devotedly to ensure the 
success of our activities.    
 

A special note of appreciation to the 
President and Members of the Executive 
Committee – especially to those who 
represented the ESU on various Committees 
or at functions.  Thank you for  - for their 
hard work and dedication.   
 


